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A typical strategic hamlet in I Corps had sloped 
earthen walls with guard towers and several gun ports 
reinforced with logs. Sharpened bamboo stakes along 
the wall’s base were used like barbed wire to slow 

Cpl. David H. Hugel with 4 X 5 Speed Graphic camera in 
the field covering Marine operations in support of ARVN 
forces in Vietnam’s I Corps Tactical Zone. 
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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT …

  

Semper Fi Marines !    

Hope all is well with you & yours . As summer begins I wish you all a wonderful summer vacation.  In May I 
met with a rep from The Doubletree in Wash , D C & they await our commitment for Reunion 2011. It has 
been suggested to me, for Veterans Day  ( which falls on A Friday )  or Columbus Day.  Also It has been 
suggested to have our banquet at The Marine Corps Museum  ( Availability Permitting) ,  but that would 
raise the price of rooms at The Doubletree. I personally prefer Veterans Day & the banquet at The Double-
tree (no transportation cost). Can use suggestions & comments. I may be the elected President, but re-
member Marines, this is our organization. We make It live or die  !!!      

My condolences to all our members & family that have left us. May god bless them all.   

Our command in the Bronx has been sending care packages to our troops in Iraq  & Afghanistan since 
2003. Anyone interested in receiving E-mail addresses let me know. You can also adopt a soldier. I think 
we should adopt a unit as there are many Air wingers on my mailing list. Sent to me by a retired gunny 
from Camp Lejeune.    

SEMPER  FI  !!!   

Frank “Paco” Arce 

Our bricks at the USMC Museum 



 
MEMBERSHIP  NOTES  

DUES RENEWALS   
Please send in your yearly dues of $25.00. Send them to:   

First Marine Aircraft Wing Association—Vietnam Service 
c/o Wayne Cook—Membership 

19605 SE 23rd Street 
Sammamish, WA 98075  

Any questions contact Wayne Cook 425-313-0348 or wayco@comcast.com. Subject should say 
Firstmaw.  

ELECTRONIC SCOOP  

The Electronic Scoop list is growing. Any other members who desires to receive their “Scoop” electroni-
cally in order to reduce mailing and publishing costs please contact Wayne Cook at wayco@comcast.net 
and please cc Frank Arce at frankpaco69@aol.com and Al Frater at teanal@optonline.net. THE SCOOP 
CAN BE ACCESSED FROM THE WEB SITE WWW.1stMAW.COM. Those members who have re-
quested an electronic SCOOP will be removed from the mailing list as requested.   

VOLUNTEER  NEEDED - UPDATE  

Volunteers are always welcomed for Veterans day at the wall. For those who live near Quantico VA and 
the National Museum of the Marine Corps The Heritage Foundation is seeking tour Guides for the Mu-
seum. Training will be provided. Contact the Marine Corps Heritage Foundation at 703-640-7965..   

LOCATOR LIST  

There is now an updated locator list.  Anyone that sees someone they want to contact, then they need to 
email Wayne Cook at wayco@comcast.net  or call him at 425-313-0348 and he will send the information to 
that person to contact them.   

REUNION VIDEO  

We have a Reunion Video available for a $10.00  donation to our Scholarship fund. If you would like a 
copy of the video please contact our President Frank “Paco” Arce at  frankpaco69@aol.com  
(646) 752-0447 or Al Frater teanal@optonline.net 201-906-1197.  If anyone has photo’s of videos of the 
reunion please contribute it to the association.   

NEW WEB PAGE URL  

Our WEB page is now accessed  at WWW.1stmaw.com. This will make it easier to remember and it will 
be continually worked on to make it better.  

1st MAW NOW ON FACEBOOK  

We are now moving to the modern age and have a Group on FACEBOOK. If you are a FACEBOOK user 
please join our Group.at “First Marine Airwing Association - Vietnam Service”. If you are not a FACE-
BOOK member, join FACEBOOK  and our Group. Information and photos will continue to be posted on our 
group. Any member may also post comments and photos.   
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Marine Museum Opens Exhibits on Corps’ Early History 
By David H. Hugel  

On June 5, 2010 the National Museum of the Marine Corps opened three new galleries to the public.  This 
expansion added exhibits depicting the years from the Marine Corps’ founding in 1775 through the end of 
WWI in 1918. The evening before the official public opening, Assistant Commandant, General James 
Amos and Museum Director Ms. Lin Ezell thanked members of Marine Corps Heritage Foundation Board 
of Directors, and Founders, for their contributions toward making the museum a reality, prior to inviting 
them to preview the new exhibits.  

The museum, located just outside the Quantico Marine Corps Base, less than an hour’s drive south of 
Washington, DC, is already a popular destination of tourists and Marines alike, having attracted nearly two 
million visitors since opening less than four years ago. The new galleries join those portraying Marines in 
action in WWII, Korea, and Vietnam, as well as exhibits of treasured artifacts, photographs and art on dis-
play from the Marine Corps fabled 235 year history.  

Taking a walk through the Corps’ history, the first gallery depicts the role of Marines played beginning with 
the American Revolution, into the 19th century when they protected our Nation’s interest at sea by defeat-
ing the Barbary pirates operating off the coast of north Africa, and storming Chapultepec Castle in Mexico 
City during the War with Mexico. These two victories are immortalized in the opening line of The Marines’ 
Hymn, “From the halls of Montezuma To the shores of Tripoli.”  Another new gallery highlights the Marine 
Corps’ involvement in the Civil War, various expeditions and conflicts including the Spanish American War, 
and the Boxer Rebellion. This gallery also includes an interactive exhibit allowing visitors to select from 
several well-known musical numbers by the Marine Band. The exhibit illustrates the colorful history of the 
band, which has played at ceremonies and social events for every president since Thomas Jefferson, 
earning the title, “The President’s Own”  

The largest of the new galleries is devoted to World War I, where a greatly expanded Marine Corps first 
fought as infantry brigade units, and were recognized as an invaluable component of the American Expedi-
tionary Forces.  This period is considered to be the beginning of the modern Marine Corps. The Battle of 
Belleau Wood, rated by many historians to be one of the Marine Corps’ greatest victories, is the focus of a 
major exhibit in the WWI gallery. The three-week battle halted a German drive to capture Paris, and was a 
turning point of WWI.  Here visitors will experience the tenacious Marine attack against the entrenched bat-
tle hardened German troops, from behind the German lines.  

The NMMC is open every day of the year except Christmas Day from 9am to 5pm.  Admission and parking 
are free.  Directions for locating the museum and planning a visit can be found on the museum’s web site: 
www.usmcmuseum.com. 

Night photo of the 
National Museum 
of the Marine 
Corps. (Courtesy 
Leatherneck maga-
zine  

A Civil War Marine 
sharpshooter fires 
on Confederates 
from the gun port of 
a Union ship. 
(Photo by David 
Hugel) 

http://www.usmcmuseum.com


                  

Page 5 

With an impressive mural of the White 
House as a background the Marine Band 
exhibit features photographs of its perform-
ances before several presidents. A life sized 
figure of the Marine Band Drum Major 
dressed in his classic red tunic, tall bearskin 
hat with his distinctive mace in hand is an 
eye-catching feature of the exhibit. (Photo 
by David Hugel)  

A docent describes the Marine’s raid on the 
firehouse where abolitionist John Brown had 
barricade himself after his raid on the Army 
Arsenal at Harpers Ferry, Virginia, an impor-
tant military action leading up to the Civil 
War. The event is depicted in a detailed dio-
rama of the scene. (Photo by David Hugel) 

Prior to opening the exhibits, Assistant 
Commandant General James Amos ad-
dresses distinguished guests attending a 
gala reception. (Photo by David Hugel) 

A realistic diorama of Marines fighting Mexican 
troops on their way to capturing Chapultepec 
Castle in Mexico City. (Courtesy National Mu-
seum of the Marine Corps)  

A colorful colonial era American flag at the en-
trance of the newly opened exhibit gallery for 
the years from 1775 until 1865 at the National 
Museum of the Marine Corps. (Photo by David 
Hugel) 

Life like figures cast from modern day Marines 
prior to being installed in a battlefield scene 
depicted in the newly opened WWI gallery. 
(Courtesy National Museum of the Marine 
Corps) 




