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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT …

    
To:  ALMARFIRSTMAWASSOCIATION 
From:  Association President 
Subj:  Presidents Message       

Marines, family and friends of the First Marine Aircraft Wing Association:  I'd like to start this let-
ter to thank everyone who has reserved a room for our up coming reunion.  As of two days ago 
there were 31 rooms left. Please make your room reservations.  I want to thank Bob Milburn for 
getting us a reunion speaker.  Please see Bob' s blurb detailing the specifics about our guest 
speaker.  As of this writing I have not received any nominations for Association Officers for the 
next two years.  To date I have received three scholarship letters and one of the applicants is 
not eligible because the parent or grand parent is not a member of our association. Something 
to ponder:  We should consider opening up the scholarships to nieces and nephews besides the 
current children and grand children who are eligible.  We need to have more applications and 
we can certainly give away more scholarships that way.  I am looking forward to the reunion.    

The bus company in Beaufort is very expensive.  If anyone knows a company within  fifty miles 
of Beaufort that has three school buses to rent for Friday and Saturday 9 & 10 October please 
let me know.  The coaches that are available through "Spirit of Old Beaufort" are exceptionally 
high. About twice the amount we paid in DC in '07.  We don't need expensive coaches to go to 
PI and MCAS, they're only a few miles from the Quality Inn (Inn at Town Center).  As of now 
there are no changes to the itinerary.  Please send in your applications so I can get accurate 
numbers ASAP for the carriage tour, shirts, Banquet and farewell brunch.   I want to mention the 
passing of my old Squadron mate and member MSgt Joseph C. Russo USMC (RET). Please 
include in your prayers our Chaplain Ed Aki and "Doc" Steve Jackson. I am hoping that they will 
both be well enough to attend the reunion.   

I just learned today 14 July '09 that our Vice President John Krankus passed away this morn-
ing.  On behalf of our Association I wish to extend our most sincere condolences to his wife 
MaryEllen and the Krankus family   

I hope everyone has a great summer.  This may be the last Scoop until after the reunion.  If pos-
sible I will try to get another one out by mid September.    

Semper Fidelis   PHIL 
  Phil Beckerich 
  Association President.  
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MEMBERSHIP  NOTES   

DUES RENEWALS    

So far this year, the dues renewal rate continues to be very good!  You guys are doing a great job!  
Please keep it up, and a Thank You goes out to all of you.. Later this year, the reminders will go out for 
the Life Members who are on the installment plan (a good deal!).  But if this means YOU, you can help by 
sending in your installment payment ahead of time to save us some work.     

ELECTRONIC SCOOP  

The Electronic Scoop list is growing. Any other members who desires to receive their “Scoop” electroni-
cally in order to reduce mailing and publishing costs please contact Wayne Cook at wayco@comcast.net 
and please cc Phil Beckerich at yw37@optonline.net and Al Frater at teanal@verizon.net. THE SCOOP 
CAN BE ACCESSED FROM THE WEB SITE WWW.FIRSTMAW.HOMESTEAD.COM. Those members 
who have requested an electronic SCOOP will be removed from the mailing list as requested.   

VOLUNTEER  NEEDED - UPDATE  

Volunteers are always welcomed for Veterans day at the wall. For those who live near Quantico VA and 
the National Museum of the Marine Corps The Heritage Foundation is seeking tour Guides for the Mu-
seum. Training will be provided. Contact the Marine Corps Heritage Foundation at 703-640-7965..   

EDITORS NOTES  

Please email me any articles or noteworthy events about our members and Association (electronic pic-
tures accepted). All articles and pictures become property of the association and cannot be returned.  

Al Frater teanal@verizon.net  

COLT DONATION  

In the interests of patriotism and in recognition of our Vietnam service, the Colt’s Firearms Manufacturing 
Company has once again donated a firearm to us.  If you will remember, Colt donated a M19111A1 which 
we raffled off at reunions, with all proceeds going to our Scholarship Fund.  This time they have donated a 
Match Grade HBAR to us, for the same purpose.  Many thanks to LtGen Keys (USMC-Ret) of Colts for the 
donation and to our good friends and loyal Members, Bob “Raggie” Sebetka of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, and 
Robert Milburn who once again did the legwork for the acquisition of this splendid gift.          
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The Shufly Security Detachment: They kept us safe while we slept 
by David H. Hugel    

The arrival in April, 1963 of a 47 man Marine Recon Platoon to provide security for the Marine airbase in 
Da Nang, was a big relief for the resident helicopter squadron crewmen and MABS -16 sub-unit Marines 
who had, until then shared responsibility for nighttime base security since Marines first arrived in Vietnam 
the year before.  According to U.S. Marines in Vietnam, 1954-1964 published by the History and Museums 
Division, Headquarters Marine Corps:  “One Marine General later observed that with the arrival of the in-
fantry unit, ‘the air-ground team was in being in Vietnam." That quote was attributed to Marine helicopter 
pioneer Gen. Keith McCutcheon, who would serve as the Marine Corps’s Deputy Chief of Staff for Avia-
tion.  

The Security Detachment’s basic mission was to provide security for the Marines’ living compound and 
aircraft at the nearby airfield, but they were often called upon to provide security for Marines and their air-
craft in the field. To bolster base security, coils of barbed wire surrounded the perimeter of the barracks 
compound. Of particular concern was the side of the compound facing the main road with a small clusters 
of houses offering laundry services and selling beer and soda just beyond the road, known as “Dog Patch.”  
Intelligence reports indicated that while catering to Marines by day this area was often infiltrated by the 
V.C. after dark.  To foil attacks on the base, Marines had set up defensive positions behind sandbags, con-
crete barriers and other protective landscape features inside the wire. Sandbags were also piled high be-
hind each barracks entrance to prevent any V.C. lurking in the area from tossing grenades into them.    

Neil Grissom, one of the Marines assigned to the Security Detachment in 1963 recalls, that the platoon 
was made up mostly of riflemen, with a small group of demolition experts and a couple radiomen.  
Grissom, who was a Lance Corporal at the time continued his recollection of the platoon’s responsibilities 
for base security, “Two squads from the platoon were required to be on duty at all times to provide security 
for the Da Nang Airbase.  During hours of darkness, fire teams were assigned to patrol the perimeter of the 
living compound and the hanger area of the airfield.  A Marine from the platoon was also assigned along 
with several ARVN soldiers to guard the back gate of the airbase at night, which was used by vehicle traf-
fic.  The platoon was informed that if the Da Nang airbase had to be evacuated, it would be our duty to 
hold the base until all major assets could be redeployed to other locations.”   

Marine combat correspondent LCpl Dick Dawson wrote an article on the Security Detachment that ap-
peared in the Sept. 20 1963 edition of the 3rd Marine Division’s TRIAD

 

newspaper giving some insight into 
the kind of missions they were often called upon to perform in the field.  “They are rapidly flown to the site 
of any downed Marine chopper to protect the lives of the mechanics and crew who must fix it. If the aircraft 
can’t be repaired, they have the demolition experts needed to blast the aircraft past possible use by the 
Viet Cong.” Dawson’s article went on to give an example of a daring rescue executed by two members of 
the platoon. Because a rescue chopper found it impossible to land, two Marines from the Security Detach-
ment were lowered by cable and winch to the crash site of a light observation aircraft. The Marines, Sgt 
James Edwards and Cpl. Curtis Carter, set up a hasty defense while a Navy corpsman pulled the injured 
U. S. Air Force pilot and his Vietnamese observer from the wreckage, administered first aid, and hoisted 
them to the hovering rescue helicopter.     



   
On occasion, members of the platoon were required to spend several days at outposts helping Vietnam-
ese troops clear fields of fire using explosives. LCpl John Gariano recalled one such mission that had to 
be aborted to avoid a pending V.C. attack.  As Gariano recalled the incident, five of them went in to a 
special forces base camp about 30 miles or so from Da Nang to clear a fire zone next to the camp, by 
taking down some trees with C-4 explosives.  As their Leutenant was briefing the men about what 
needed to be done, Gariano noticed smoke about 5 or 8 clicks out, but didn’t appreciate its significance 
until he ask the lieutenant what it meant. That’s when he learned that it was the VC’s way of communi-
cating with one another prior to an attack.  With the smoke already three quarters around them, the Ma-
rines decided it was time to re-board their helicopter before a V.C. attack could be launched against 
them.   

The official history of Marine Corps activities in Vietnam during those early years likewise recognized the 
contributions made by the Security Detachment in describing another of its many missions in the field. 
“On 11 October (1963), another Marine helicopter was hit by Viet Cong fire while resupplying ARVN units 
in the area. In this incident the UH- 34D was struck twice in the engine and once in the wheel strut while 
in a landing zone about two miles from the point where the crashes had occurred. After assessing the 
damage, a maintenance team from Da Nang determined that the helicopter would require a new engine. 
Marines from the security platoon were utilized to provide security until 13 October when an additional 
120 ARVN troops were helilifted into the area and established a perimeter around the aircraft. Other heli-
copters then delivered the new engine and a maintenance crew to the landing zone. After the engines 
were exchanged, a crew returned the UH-34D to Da Nang.”  

Many of those stationed at the Da Nang airbase during that period may not have fully appreciated the 
variety of missions those Recon Marines in our midst performed, but we slept better knowing they were 
there when we needed them.  As for the Marines who served in the Security Detachment, LCpl Grissom 
undoubtedly spoke for many when he said: “Marines from our platoon viewed Da Nang as good duty as 
it gave them a chance to apply their training to actual combat zone conditions.”     
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LCpl John Gariano in field to provide security for landing zone 
clearing project  


