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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT …

     
To:  ALMARFIRSTMAWASSOCIATION 
From:  Association President 
Subj:  Presidents Message   

My fellow Marines, families and friends:  I delayed the Spring Scoop until after my ground recon to 
Beaufort for our next reunion.  I want to thank Robert Easter and his wife Anne for their help as 
well as my unofficial "Aide de Camp" Jeff "Mooney" Burstein.  As many of you may have noticed at 
our last reunion that I am having problems with my legs and Jeff was kind enough to do the major-
ity of the driving.  In a word, a former Marine NCO providing the necessary support to this former 
Officer.  I want to acknowledge the efforts as I always did on active duty and the Reserves.  I do 
realize we Marines do things for other Marines without question - Semper Fidelis. So let's officially 
say our next reunion will be in Beaufort, South Carolina between October 8 - October 12, 2009.  It 
is Columbus Day weekend similar to our 1997 reunion.  I have just signed a contract to utilize the 
Inn at Town Center as our Reunion Hotel and Headquarters. The hotel is undergoing a complete 
renovation and will be ready by Memorial Day weekend of this year.  It was the only hotel to meet 
our needs for a hospitality room, smoking and non-smoking rooms, a pool etc.  But, here is the 
sweet deal.  $79.00 per night plus 7% room tax and 2% county tax.  In today's high cost everything 
this is one honey of a deal.  You can reserve your rooms beginning October 8th of 2008.  Remem-
ber you can always cancel a room reservation but once the rooms are gone or September of 2009 
has arrived these prices are gone.  The cheapest of the new hotels in Beaufort are $159.00 per 
night and up.  The hotel has 150 rooms and we have 120 blocked.  If we take all of those rooms 
early we can opt for the remaining 30 rooms.  Our "China Beach" night will be at the hotel and our 
banquet and farewell brunch will be on base.  I will leave some of the details to another time but 
the banquet will be a buffet similar to what we had in New Orleans.  By the way the hotel has a 
complimentary continental breakfast and there are many breakfast and dining facilities nearby.  I 
am in negotiations for an embroidered pocket golf shirt and other surprises of the good kind.  I will 
tell you this that as a Science teacher that the Sand fleas are alive and well, still bite so you will 
need bug spray or lotion when the sun goes down.  Beaufort has grown since our last visit but is 
still a beautiful place to see and enjoy so long as you're not a recruit. Recruits don't get to experi-
ence the hospitality of Beaufort.  The museum on base has been redone and a new PX is under 
construction.  The MCAS has much of the squadrons deployed but I am awaiting information for a 
static display etc.  Well, enough said.  Start saving a little money each month for the next reunion 
so we can have a well attended and great reunion.  I am talking to couple of airlines that fly into 
Savanna, GA and Charlestown, SC about special rates as well as to car rental companies.  This is 
difficult with the constant fuel increase costs but I am trying. I cannot say enough about reserving 
your rooms as early as possible.  I cannot help you if you wait too long.  Besides it doesn't do much 
for our image.  I have said this before that since we are a last man's club you never know when the 
last  reunion will be.  This will be my last reunion as your President.  Whether I did well or poorly by 
you I did the best I could with the resources available.   
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Semper Fidelis 
Phil Beckerich III 
Association President  



 
MEMBERSHIP  NOTES  

DUES RENEWALS    

So far this year, the dues renewal rate continues to be very good!  You guys are doing a great 
job!  Please keep it up, and a Thank You goes out to all of you.. Later this year, the reminders 
will go out for the Life Members who are on the installment plan (a good deal!).  But if this means 
YOU, you can help by sending in your installment payment ahead of time to save us some work.     

ELECTRONIC SCOOP  

The Electronic Scoop list is growing. Any other members who desires to receive their “Scoop” 
electronically in order to reduce mailing and publishing costs please contact Wayne Cook at 
wayco@comcast.net and please cc Phil Beckerich at yw37@optonline.net and Al Frater at 
teanal@verizon.net. THE SCOOP CAN BE ACCESSED FROM THE WEB SITE 
WWW.FIRSTMAW.HOMESTEAD.COM. Those members who have requested an electronic 
SCOOP will be removed from the mailing list as requested.   

VOLUNTEER  NEEDED - UPDATE  

Volunteers are always welcomed for Veterans day at the wall. For those who live near Quantico 
VA and the National Museum of the Marine Corps The Heritage Foundation is seeking tour 
Guides for the Museum. Training will be provided. Contact the Marine Corps Heritage Founda-
tion at 703-640-7965..   

EDITORS NOTES  

Please email me any articles or noteworthy events about our members and Association 
(electronic pictures accepted). All articles and pictures become property of the association and 
cannot be returned.  

Al Frater teanal@verizon.net  

VMFA 323 DVD  

For all of you former members of VMFA323 may be interested in a DVD set put together by a 
former Death Rattler Thomas Crouson. This is “A pictorial and Video History of Marine Death 
Rattle Squadron 323” . At the current time there are 4 DVD’s  1943-1953 , 1953-1964, 1964-
1982, and 2982-Present.  These are a collection of pictures and videos from former Rattlers, put 
together with music. I have a set it is well worth it. If you have any pictures or videos you can 
send them to Tom and he will add them in. If you are interested in a set send an email to Tom at  
tc@inreach.com and he will send you a set. A $20 donation to cover his costs would be appreci-
ated but is not required.       
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Marine Outfits are Honored 
Given Navy Unit Commendations  

Marine Air Groups 12 and 36 have been awarded the Navy Unit Commendation for their meri-
torious service in Vietnam.  MAG-12 was cited for rendering “consistent, devastating, accurate 
air support through such operations as Starlite, Harvest Moon, Double Eagle, Utah, Texas and 
Iowa.”  MAG-12 operated from Chu Lai May 7, 1965, to April 15, 1966. Personnel attached to 
and serving with the following units of MAG-12 in the period covered are eligible to wear the 
ribbon:  H&MS-12, MABS-12, Marine Attack Squadrons 211, 214, 223, 224, 225, and 311.  
MAG-36 was awarded the Navy Unit Commendation for its service in operations against VC 
forces from September 4, 1965, to August 24, 1966.  The citation stated in part: The 
Group…….earned a reputation for all-weather capability, providing effective close air support 

REUNION  

2009 reunion scheduled for Beaufort SC  


