- oUUU R e

Issue 26 ittt Winter 2007/8

i %

“DAR LANE BUSINESS DISTRIC
THE GOONEY BIRD DETACH
RINE CORPS LF ~~"'E & THE MARI

.com/es

par ‘ ‘ . : ' = G . -

{ =X |IARINES

: 'n;',/‘ . 1
: A s & . R -
Do you recognize Santa? Takeaguessthen
look at page 10 IN THIS ISSUE

President’s Letter
.......... Membership Notes
Vietnam Files
Vietnam Files

VMFA 323 History

1st MAW Photos

Vietnam Photos
Back Page


http://www.firstmaw.homestead.com

Page 2

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT ...

To: ALMARFIRSTMAWASSOCIATION
From: Association President
Subj: Presidents Message

Marines | hope all is well and all member, family members and friends had a
great New Year. We're about 19 months from our next reunion. | am fairly cer-
tain it will be over the Columbus day weekend as was the 1997 reunion. The
Holiday will give everyone an additional days traveling time. The Reunion will
still run Thursday through Sunday with Thursday being the check in day. | in-
tend to have the hospitality room open longer this will entail two things, more
costs for consumable liquids and either paying a reunion service or relying
upon volunteers. Unfortunately, with the exception of a few persons and their
family members we have been short on volunteers and | feel it is unfair for
someone to give up their reunion time working. As | have said before this is
my last stint as your President and | thank you and will continue to thank you
for your support. | am not sure at this time when | will be venturing to Beaufort
for an on the ground recon and subsequent contract signings etc.; | will keep
you posted. If anyone ever has an article they would like published in the
Scoop please send it to me via email or snail mail and | will forward it to Al
Frater our Scoop editor. After over eight years as your President | certainly
would accept suggestions for activities in Beaufort. Anyone who has a sug-
gestion for a guest speaker please let me know. There must be several First
MAW Marine retirees in the Beaufort area. Lastly | want to once again thank
Frank "PACQO" Arce for assisting in the wreath laying at THE WALL on Vet-
eran's day. Until next we communicate.

Yoursin Patriotism
Phil Beckerich 111
Association President

yw37@optonline.net
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MEMBERSHIP NOTES

DUES RENEWALS

So far this year, the dues renewal rate continues to be very good! You guys are doing a great

job! Please keep it up, and a Thank You goes out to all of you.. Later this year, the reminders

will go out for the Life Members who are on the installment plan (a good deal!). But if this means

YOU, you can help by sending in your installment payment ahead of time to save us some work.
FMAW SEABAG

ELECTRONIC SCOOP

The Electronic Scoop list is growing. Any other members who desires to receive their “Scoop”
electronically in order to reduce mailing and publishing costs please contact Wayne Cook at
wayco@comcast.net and please cc Phil Beckerich at yw37@optonline.net and Al Frater at
teanal@verizon.net. THE SCOOP CAN BE ACCESSED FROM THE WEB SITE

WWW.FIRSTMAW.HOMESTEAD.COM: Those members who have requested an electronic
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SCOOP will be removed from the mailing list as requested.

VOLUNTEER NEEDED - UPDATE

Volunteers are always welcomed for Veterans day at the wall. For those who live near Quantico
VA and the National Museum of the Marine Corps The Heritage Foundation is seeking tour
Guides for the Museum. Training will be provided. Contact the Marine Corps Heritage Founda-
tion at 703-640-7965..

EDITORS NOTES

Please email me any articles or noteworthy events about our members and Association
(electronic pictures accepted). All articles and pictures become property of the association and
cannot be returned.

Al Frater teanal@verizon.net

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

| have not received any emails or comments regarding this idea please email me at
yw37@optonline.net Hence | am repeating last issues food for thought. One of the options for
the future of this Association is to become a special chapter of the Marine Corps Aviation Asso-
ciation. This will permit the Association to exist as the membership continues to diminish with
time. The choice seems that we either open up membership or become a chapter of a larger or-
ganization.
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MEMBERSHIP NOTES

Marine Outfits are Honored
Given Navy Unit Commendations

Marine Air Groups 12 and 36 have been awarded the Navy Unit Commendation for their meri-
torious service in Vietham. MAG-12 was cited for rendering “consistent, devastating, accurate
air support through such operations as Starlite, Harvest Moon, Double Eagle, Utah, Texas and
lowa.” MAG-12 operated from Chu Lai May 7, 1965, to April 15, 1966. Personnel attached to
and serving with the following units of MAG-12 in the period covered are eligible to wear the
ribbon: H&MS-12, MABS-12, Marine Attack Squadrons 211, 214, 223, 224, 225, and 311.
MAG-36 was awarded the Navy Unit Commendation for its service in operations against VC
forces from September 4, 1965, to August 24, 1966. The citation stated in part: The
Group....... earned a reputation for all-weather capability, providing effective close air support

REUNION

2009 reunion scheduled for Beaufort SC



